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American Revolutionary War and how it Affected America
The American Revolutionary War occurred in the 18th century between Great Britain and the thirteen states that merged to declare independence as the United States of America. The relationship between Britain and its colonies had become strained after 1765 due to the mounting philosophical and political differences. The States natives were protesting taxation without representation, and this culminated to boycotts in 1773 with the destruction of a tea shipment at a harbor in Boston (Alden and Middlekauff, 1962). The British closed the harbor and passed a series of retaliatory measures against the Massachusetts Bay Colony, which had formed a shadow government to wrestle the British Crown.
For almost a decade prior to the war outbreak in 1775; there had been developing tension between the Americans and the British colonialists. Many of the colonists resented the taxation acts and completed of misrepresentation in parliament. This led to a revolt and violence in 1770 when British soldiers fired at a colonist’s mob, leaving scores dead in what is recognized as the Boston Massacre (Higginbotham, 1964).The punitive measures passed on Massachusetts occurred when a group of Boston natives mimicked Indians, and invaded the British ships and threw the tea shipments into the Boston Harbor.
An assembly of American delegates, known as Continental Congress and including George Washington, John Jay, Patrick Henry, and Samuel Adams, convened in Philadelphia in September 1774 to deliver their complaints to the Britons. They did not ask for independence at the time but wanted the taxation issue addressed and issued their rights as the native citizens, including liberty, life, assembly, and property (Young, 1976). They agreed to convene again in May 1775 to decide any further action, however, by that time, violence had already erupted, and everyone was lobbying for autonomy.
When the delegates met again, they voted to form one Army for the thirteen colonies, with the headquarters being Washington. There were new Additions in the Continental Congress; Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin. The first major battle occurred on June 17, 1775, when the colonists’ forces attacked the British troop of General William Howe at Breed’s Hill in Boston (Young, 1976). However, the Americans lost in this engagement, but their performance was an encouragement to their revolutionary course. 
The Americans struggled to contain the British in Boston throughout that fall and winter, but they eventually captured a British Artillery at Fort Ticonderoga in New York forcing the British to evacuate the city in 1776 (Higginbotham, 1964). The war had now grown to full swing, and the Continental Congress drafted a declaration of independence on July 4 that year. In its determination to thwart the rebellion, the British Government sent around 34000 troops to contain the situation in New York City. Consequently, Washington had to evacuate its troops from the city of New York but launched a shock assault in Trenton, New Jersey on Christmas Eve and yet got another win.
The British plan in 1777 entailed two points of attack designed to isolate New England from other colonies; this is the place where the rebels enjoyed the most support. Burgoyne and his army attacked and reconquered Fort Ticonderoga. The other army group, led by General Howe moved towards the south to attack Washington’s forces near the Chesapeake Bay (Higginbotham, 1964).This move had left Burgoyne’s troops uncovered near Saratoga, and they paid the price when the Americans, under General Horatio Gates, overpowered them at Freeman’s Farm. 
They also suffered a second defeat at Bemis Heights, and Burgoyne had to surrender. This victory at Saratoga was pivotal to the Revolution as it encouraged France, which had secretly been supporting the Americans since 1776, to join the war as American allies though it only declared war on Britain later on June 1778 (Alden and Middlekauff, 1962). The war, which had started as a civil conflict had now transformed into an international battle.
On June 28, 1778, Sir Henry Clinton, the replacement for General Howe, sought to withdraw the army from Philadelphia to New York but the American army blocked them near Monmouth, New Jersey. The conflict went on a stalemate as each side held its position, but Clinton succeeded in transferring his troops safely to New York (Young, 1976). The rebels suffered major setbacks between 1779 and 1781; one of their generals, Benedict Arnold, defected to the rival forces, and there were revolts within the American forces.
In the South, the Britons occupied Georgia in 1779 and conquered Charleston, South Carolina in May the following year. Lord Charles Cornwallis led the British forces in this attack and crushed Gate’s American forces (Gutzman, 2007). Nathanael Green later became the new commander of the South after Gate’s failure; under the new commander, General Daniel Morgan triumphed against the Britons whose forces were led by Colonel Tarleton at Cowpens, South Carolina.
By the fall of 1781, Green’s troops had forced the British Army to retreat to Yorktown peninsula. Washington attacked the Britons at Yorktown with around 14000 soldiers while a 36 French ships in the offshore prevented British evacuation or reinforcement. The Americans had won the battle, and Cornwallis and his army surrendered on October 19, 1781 (Young,1976). He sent his deputy to surrender his sword to Benjamin Lincoln, the American deputy, who accepted it.
A period of truce followed in the next two years and the end of the war was signified when the British removed their troops from Savannah and Charleston in1782 (Gutzman,2007.Representatives from both sides convened in Paris and discussed preliminary peace terms that November. On September 3, 1783, the United States was declared as an independent country. Britain also signed separate agreements with France and Spain, who had joined the war 1779, ending the Revolutionary war.
The revolutionary War had both short term and long term effects. A significant immediate impact was the creation of state constitutions in 1776 and 1777 after the declaration of independence. There was also the development of powerful social, economic, and political forces that led to the transformation of American society in the post-revolution era. These transformations included legal institutionalization of religious toleration, improved involvement in politics and governance, escalation and dispersion of the population. In the long term, the revolution set a path to the eradication of slavery in American society (Young, 1976). It also impacted on the Native Americans by pushing up the western settlement. The revolution also wrecked the mercantilist economy leading to new opportunities in trade and manufacturing.
In increasing the political participation of the Americans, more people were allowed to vote. The commoners also began playing increasingly significant roles in local and state governance. Ending mercantilism was the most important long-term economic effect of the war; the Britons had restricted the colonial economies by limiting manufacturing, trade, and settlement. The revolution revealed new markets and forged new trade relationships. The victory in the revolution was a loss to the American natives; they had supported the British hoping they would continue to avert the colonial settlers from encroaching west beyond the Appalachian Mountains (Young, 1976).Sadly, the Native Americans continue to be pressed further west with the American Revolution marking an end to the independence of the Native Americans.
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